Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
*Extinguishing of candles

 *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today November 19, 2023, Ingathering Service, the Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Charles and Gail Shertzer in honor and celebration of their 61st Wedding Anniversary on November 24th.

GREETERS: Nov. 19th - Susan Faust, Dave & Doris Hand; Nov. 26th & Dec. 3rd - Dale Faust, Rachael Bryson & 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: Nov. 5th thru 26th: Norine Goss; Dec. 3rd thru 31st - Diane Shaffer.
LAY READERS: Nov. 19th - Norine Goss; Nov. 26th - Ken Bechtel; Dec. 3rd - 1st Sunday of Advent - Various readers.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Nov. 19th & 26th - Ken Bechtel; Dec. 3rd & 10th - Ed Dobbin. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We are on Season Three of “The Chosen” we will discuss Lesson 2 on Nov. 12th. Please join us. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Nov. 19th - Pastor Kris Heckard & Marie Herb; Nov. 26th - Donna Novinger & Seth Guertin. December Teachers to be announced. We welcome and encourage all Children to come to Sunday School!      Come and join the fun!              
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
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November 19, 2023

Ingathering Service
Twenty-fifth Sunday After Pentecost

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

November 19, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 

Ingathering Service -Twenty-fifth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles 
      Prelude    Children & Teachers - Bells   “We Gather Together”    
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Norine Goss                

L:  Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord.
P:  For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.
L:   Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
P:  For he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.
  L: Come, let us worship together in thankfulness and praise to our Lord!
      *Hymn -             “We Gather Together”             Page 561
         Organ-Piano Duet (Peggy Berra, Norine Goss) and Congregation singing.
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, we have been quick to thank you for your many blessings, but we have been slow in remembering that you have provided in abundance in order that we might share abundantly in every good work. Quicken our concern for others, and enable us to share joyfully in the work of your kingdom. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 100:1-5(Responsive)                                  
  L: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth..
P: Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.
L: Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
P: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
L: Give thanks to him, bless his name.
ALL: For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

  We believe in the one God, our Eternal Father, Whose nature is revealed to us through His Son, Jesus Christ. We believe that all things were made by Him, and that His will continues to be accomplished in the world through His Holy Spirit. We believe in the saving power of the Cross of Christ. We believe that we are called to live a life of Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Forgiveness, Faithfulness, Humility and Sacrifice. Amen.

Hymn -    “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”              Page 559
              (Food items will be brought up to the Altar)
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Scripture:     Matthew 25:14-30 (Pg. 37 NT. Pew Bible)   

                                     Norine Goss, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:              “Opportunity Knocks”     

Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -         “Now Thank We All Our God”                  Page 556  

*Benediction  

*Silent Meditation  
Greeting:                                   

                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”  
                                    CHURCH CALENDAR
Nov.  19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Bell Practice
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online - Organist
                   Ingathering Service, Confirmation Class following service
Nov. 22 - 10:00AM to Noon - Senior Center is open 
Nov. 23 - Happy Thanksgiving! Church offices will be closed.
Nov. 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal
Nov. 27 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee
Dec.   3​  - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online - Organist
                   Hanging of the Greens Service/1st Sunday of Advent;

                 Valleys Christmas Meal
INGATHERING SERVICE TODAY, NOV. 19. Food items that are brought in will be taken to the altar during the service.

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open on Wednesdays from 10:00AM to 12:00 PM.  
CONFIRMATION CLASS meets the 1st and 3rd SUNDAYS following worship service in the Music/Choir Room.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN’S PROJECT: The Sunday School children are participating in a Mission Giving Project - Samaritan’s Purse Livestock Project as part of their lesson. They will be collecting for the next three weeks and will have special envelopes that they made. We invite the congregation to join in this worthy mission. If you would like to participate, see one of the children or if you did not get an envelope, please put it in your offering envelope marked “Samaritan’s Purse”. Cash and Checks are both accepted. Checks should be made out the church and noted that is for “Samaritan’s Purse. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
          PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, & cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Charlie Bechtel & Family of Bonnie Bechtel; *Family & Friends of Ray Meredith; Kennedi Poteat, (Jessica Bryson’s daughter); *Gail Shertzer, (recovering from surgery); Scott Hebert, (Harrisburg Hosp. Karen’s husband, Karen is Barb Lauver’s daughter); Hannah Klinger; Mary Cooke; Esther Masser;  Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Jody Russell, (Ed Dobbin’s friend);  Chad Kitchen; Ray Aubil, (Bridget Campbell-Lisa Etzweiler’s coworker); Carol Brown, (Norine Goss’ sister-in-law); Frank Kitchen; Steve Long; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Jerry Sturm;  Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle;  John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine; Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew);  Kevin Conrad;  Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary Miller’s neighbor); Nicole Carron (Carol Fetterhoff’s Friend); Sheila Bentz; Greg Brown, (Norine Goss’ nephew); Ashleigh Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s Niece); Viola Shiner, Charlie Shertzer’s sister); Gary Wallace, (Shirley Miller’s brother-in-law); Mike Lesher
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo; Vickie Shoffler
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS:  Please see Gloria Duttry after the service to order your poinsettias displayed at the Christmas Eve service.  Cost is 4.5” pot ($4); 5” pot ($5.75); 6.5” pot ($8.25) and 7.5” pot ($19.50).  Various colors are available.  

DARTBALL - All Games begin at 7:00PM 

(Set up for home games is 6:00PM for home games.)
   Nov. 20th & Nov. 27th - NO GAMES

   Dec. 4th - Valleys is at Faith United Methodist Church

   Dec. 11th - Lykens United Methodist Church is at Valleys
ZUMBA meets on Mondays 6:00-7:00PM except when there is a home Dartball game.

GIRL SCOUTS MEETINGS: 
G.S. Leaders meet the First Monday of each month, 6:00-9:00PM;  Troop 11300 meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM;  Troops 11570 & 10728 meet the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; Troop 11301 meets the 2nd Thursday of the month, 6:00-7:30PM.
TOYS 4 TOTS will use the social hall from Monday December 4th thru Saturday December 16th to gather, sort and distribute toys to families in the area.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process. (Pastoral Search Committee meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays and at other times as needed.)
PLEASE NOTE: Please address correspondence to  The Valleys E.C.C. P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032 for all future correspondence or the post office will return it to you as the post office is enforcing this change. Thank you!
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  We wish everyone a Blessed Happy Thanksgiving!
                UPCOMING EVENTS AT VALLEYS:

HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3rd (First Sunday of Advent) at 10:15AM.  We will have various readers and carols during the service. Bring your family nativity to be displayed on tables in the social hall. We need help to decorate the church the last week of November (Nov. 27-Dec. 1) before Advent Sunday. If anyone can help, please see Donna Novinger.
READERS FOR HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE:  Please pick up your reading for the Hanging of the Greens Service on the table in the narthex.
VALLEYS CHIRSTMAS DINNER: We will have our covered dish fellowship meal on December 3rd following the Hanging of the Greens Service (instead of the 2nd Sunday in November). Please bring a covered dish to share (meat or vegetable and/or dessert) and join us in fellowship.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th at 7:00PM. We plan to have a pageantry with shepherds, angels, Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, and wisemen along with special music, lessons and carols. Please plan to join us on this special night as we remember the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus.

NO ELDERS OR DEACONS MEETINGS IN JANUARY 2024.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2024 followed by Congregational Meal, more details in December bulletins and newsletter.
COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be on Wednesday, January 24, 2024. INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024 during worship service.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for November 19, 2023

Invocation: 

Almighty and gracious Father, You are our creator, redeemer, and sustainer of life. You have provided abundantly for us.  So, we come to meet You this morning with thanksgiving in our hearts for the abundance of Your blessings.  Make us faithful stewards to the glory of your name.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 100, Matthew 25:14-30

Sermon Title:  PRIVATE 
“Opportunity Knocks!”

In the parable we're told that a man who was about to make a journey called his servants together and delivered to them his goods, to one five talents, to another two, to another one, in various measures according to the ability of each.  So, the two servants first mentioned took the talents, and traded with them, but the third went away and dug a hole and hid the master's money, and then, after a long time, their master returned and took account of his servants and what they had done.  The first two showed how through their labors they had gained five and two talents more.  And their master commended both of them using the same terms, "Well done, good and trustworthy servant; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master."  And then the one who had received the one talent came and said, "master, I knew that you were a harsh man reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground."  And his master replied to him, "you wicked and lazy slave!  You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?  Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and in my return, I would have received what was my own - with interest!"

To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one; to each according to his ability.  Here we have a clear statement of the difference in our gifts.  We don't start out alike in life; our abilities vary.  As the years go on and we get well into life, we begin to realize with some heartache that certain gifts and graces are ours and are within our reach, and yet they've been denied others.

Many great people have been given five talents, but the vast majority of us have only been given two talents.  Then there are those who seem limited - the one-talent people.   We get a little high-strung when we sit and think about this, don't we!  "All humanity is supposed to be created equal and we wonder about this!"  But try to think about it in this sense - We know God did not create us all alike.  Think how boring it would be if you had a world made up of people that were cloned after one person.  God knew this, so he made each of us different with different gifts and abilities.  He made us created equal in the sense that God intends that everyone shall have an equal chance to use their gifts.   Here - God says, "These are your gifts," and we say, "Oh, what am I going to do with that?”  God says, "Use it to build my Kingdom."  There have been many promising people throughout history who have wasted their endowments, while others born in the most unpromising circumstances proved in the end to do so much with the little they had been given.  

Again, it should be noted that we are held accountable according to the measure of our endowment.  The five-talent man is evidently expected to produce five-talents more to satisfy his master.  The two-talent man can produce but two more. The one-talent man can’t fail if he can show one other talent for his labor.  He's not required to produce five talents on his skimpy capital, but neither can the five-talent man produce only one, or two, or four.  If we are richly endowed, we are under high obligation and if we are entrusted with only one talent, our obligation is the same.

The central figure in this parable is the man with the one talent.  Here in the story this man thinks because he cannot do as much, or as well as others, he will not do what he can; because he cannot lead a movement or play a prominent part.  So, he refuses to have any share at all in it because he cannot speak as well or forcibly as his neighbor for some good cause and he remains silent altogether.  Crushed with a sense of his own unimportance, he withdraws from his call of duty - dissatisfied with himself and dissatisfied with his neighbors and with God.  Instead of a worker he becomes a critic.  Seeking to hide from himself the sense of his own unimportance, his own good-for-nothingness, he condemns the achievements of his neighbors.  Most of us fall into this one talent category and we have to be careful that we don't get caught in this web of feeling so inadequate - when really we are gifted people.

Notice that in an effort to justify himself the man of one talent in the parable is ready to blame everybody but himself, but above all he blames the master:  "I knew you were harsh, reaping where you did not sow, gathering where you did not scatter seed . . ."  This attack on the master is a deliberate expression of the man's unsettled state of mind toward the lord.  He believes his master to be grudging in what he gives, greedy of what he can get; extreme to mark what is done wrong, quick to take advantage of the least shortcoming of failure.  How unpardonably wrong this servant was in estimating the character of his master.

This man of the one talent was not a terrible sinner; he had not wasted his master's goods like the unjust steward, or spent the portion of his inheritance in riotous living like the prodigal son, or acquired the debt of ten thousand talents like the unmerciful servant.  He had not even squandered his talent or refused to acknowledge from whom he received it.  But his offending was that he had done nothing with his talent.  

No one is more frequently scolded by Christ than the loafer, the slacker, the one who has done nothing.  In the parable of the good Samaritan, it is the priest and the levite that are in the wrong, since they refused their help and passed by on the other side of the street.  In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, it is the rich man that was condemned to the fires of judgement because he failed to give assistance to the beggar who lay at his gate full of sores.  And here in this parable it is the man of one talent that is cast into the outer darkness, not because he was a notorious sinner, but because he had done nothing with his talent beyond going and deliberately burying it.

That Jesus made the man of one talent fail, rather than either of the other two, makes clear the main design of the whole story.  This story is about us!  We have a responsibility.  We have been entrusted with our time, with our talents, with our energies, with our very lives.   God has entrusted much to us.  God has endowed us with abilities and he calls each of us to use those abilities to the fullest to build his kingdom.  We should recognize our own gifts and develop them and be satisfied with who God has called us to be and celebrate that fact and thank God.  We should never try to be someone we’re not or wish we had the endowments of your neighbor - it doesn’t work.  

We think of these talents in terms of money, but they can also be used in reaping new friendships, helping a friend, caring for the sick and needy.   Sharing our abundance of food with those who have less.  Sacrificing our time and our Love, bringing glory to God with all that He has given us.  

I think that when we know who God really is, who Jesus really is, we cannot help but ask the question – “Lord what shall I do?”  Because deep in our heart we want to serve God.  We want to Glorify Him.  And that should be our goal because we understand that we are stewards of all that God has given us.  So we should clarify that in our lives, because I think that is the secret to joy.

When I think about Paul, who wrote the book of Philippians.  A book about joy, and where was he writing this book?  He was writing from prison.  And he said that, “I’ve learned, whether I have much or little, I’m content.”  His contentment is found in the realization – he’s living for the will of God.  When we know who we serve, and why we are here, we can dedicate ourselves to that one goal.  

I know that many are retired.  I’m retired.  But the truth is we can retire from our jobs, we can retire from secular work, but we don’t retire from serving God!  As long as we are left on this earth it should be our goal to glorify Him until He comes again.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:
O Lord, our Heavenly Father, we bow before You as a fellowship of kindred minds to thank You now, our God, with hearts and hands and voices.  We praise You that you have surrounded us with such goodness, that You have continually poured forth Your blessings age after age, and that in Your faithfulness there is no end.

Lord, we thank you for the power of love that binds us together as families and inspires us to establish our homes, to clothe our children, and to provide food for their growth, and for the resources of our mind and strength that enable us to do these things.

Above all God, we praise you for Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives within our hearts and renews, comforts, and inspires us.  We thank You for Your Word that reveals truth to our minds.

Lord God, You have blessed our land with prosperity, and power, and liberty.  May our prosperity overflow into generosity.  Open our ears today to the warning in the Scripture lesson today that all good gifts do nothing when they are buried and hoarded.  So let our blessing bless the world by the grace that is in us.  

Lord, we pray that you would poor out your healing grace upon our world.  Bless those who are struggling with illnesses.  We pray especially for _______________.  

Hear now our prayers as we lift them up to you in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

May each of Your days be a Thanksgiving Day – filled with gratitude.  Now may the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit go with You.  Amen.

